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[image: ]Adverse weather 
At Little Oak Preschool, we follow our adverse weather guidance to ensure our preschool is prepared for all weather conditions that might affect the running of the preschool such as floods, snow and heat waves. 

If any of these incidents impact on the ability of the nursery to open or operate, we will contact parents via Famly and phone. We will not take children outdoors where we judge that weather conditions make it unsafe to do so.
Snow/Fog
If high snowfall, or another severe weather condition such as dense fog or snow, is threatened during a preschool day then the manager will take the decision as to whether to close the preschool. This decision will take into account the safety of the children, their parents and the staff team. In the event of a planned closure during the day, we will contact all parents to arrange for collection of their child. 

In the event of staff shortages due to snow or other severe weather, we will contact all available off duty staff and/or agency staff. If we are unable to maintain statutory ratio requirements after all avenues are explored, we will contact Ofsted to inform them of this issue, recording all details in our incident file as standard ratios are not able to be met. If we feel the safety, health or welfare of the children is compromised then we will take the decision to close the preschool. 
Extreme Heat
If extreme heat is forecast we will follow the Sun exposure and extreme heat risk assessment to keep children safe. If there is a weather warning in regard to heat, the manager will make the decision if it is safe for the children to be in the preschool. If deemed unsafe parents will be notified via Famly and a phonecall if possible. The preschool must ensure the safety of the children in its care in addition to the staff and parents dropping off and collecting from the setting. 
The air conditioning will be used to maintain a reasonable temperature within the preschool and children will be encouraged to drink water regularly. Low exertion activities will be planned so children are at reduced risk of heat exhaustion/stroke. If we deem a child is struggling to regulate their temperature or becoming dehydrated we will ring parents and may ask for someone to collect the child. 
Extreme Cold
If extreme cold weather is forecast we will check the garden regularly for any areas of frost or ice, children will be removed from areas in the garden deemed unsafe. If there is a weather warning in regard to cold weather, the manager will make the decision if it is safe for the children to be in the preschool. If deemed unsafe parents will be notified via Famly and a phonecall if possible. The preschool must ensure the safety of the children in its care in addition to the staff and parents dropping off and collecting from the setting. 
The air conditioning (allows heating as well as cooling) will be used to maintain a reasonable temperature within the preschool and children will be encouraged to wear layers if needed. If we deem a child is struggling to regulate their temperature we will ring parents and may ask for someone to collect the child. Children may also be offered warm drinks of milk if they have come in from outside and wish to warm up. Children will only be able to go outside with appropriate clothing e.g. gloves, scarves and hats. With extreme cold, children may need to remain indoors so we can contain the heat within the building and keep the children warm. 
Flooding
There is always a danger of flooding from adverse weather conditions or through the water/central heating systems. We cannot anticipate adverse weather; however, we can ensure that we take care of all our water and heating systems through regular maintenance and checks to reduce the option of flooding in this way. Our air conditioning units are checked and serviced annually and they conform to all appropriate guidelines and legislation. 

If flooding occurs during the day, the manager will make a decision based on the severity and location of this flooding, and it may be deemed necessary to follow the fire evacuation procedure. In this instance children will be kept safe and parents will be notified in the same way as the fire procedure. 
Should the preschool be assessed as unsafe through flooding, fire or any other incident we will ask parents to collect  
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